“"Let your light so shine before men, that they may . . . glorify your Father in heaven.”

Matthew 5:16
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Evangelize

“Go therefore and, make
disciples of all nations,
baptizing them in the
name of the Father and
of the Son and of the
Holy Spirit, teaching
them to observe all that

Gary Tupper I have commanded you.
And behold T am with
Preacher: you always, to the end
. of the age.”
Art Wilson
Mt. 28:19-20
ESV
"The churches of Christ salute you”
Romans 16:16
Sunday Services Welcome Visitors

10:00am service

11:00am Worship

You are our honored guest.
Thank you for coming to visit with us.

6.00pm Worship

Wednesday Service
7:00pm

In respect of the worship service, please
turn off or place your cell phone on

Please complete a Visitor's Card and put it in the
collection plate or give it to one of the men and
please sign the register in the foyer so we can have a
permanent record.

You are encouraged to take any DVDs or tracts you
find in the foyer and enjoy some Visitors Bread in

e silent during worship. the basket beside the door as you exit.

N

D

THANK YOU Past sermons can be found on our website at:

www.churchofchriststm.org.

If you have any questions about anything you have
heard or seen, please feel free to ask.


http://www.churchofchriststm.org/

PRAYER REQUEST
FRIENDS & FAMILY

Henry Horne — Recovering
from surgery

Maggie Gaskey — Recovering
from surgery

Tiffany Webster — Recovering
from surgery

Today’s Sermon

AM: The Meaning of the
Resurrection

PM: Larry Stewart

Art Wilsonw

Announcements

Cards are available in the fellowship hall. For the
card ministry.

Live streaming of the 10 AM & 11 AM Sunday
morning service and Wednesday’s 7 PM bible
study can be watched on the St Mary’s church of
Christ Facebook page.

What Must I Do To Be
Saved?

Hear the Word
Romans 10:17

Believe the Word
Hebrews 11:6
Repent of Your Sins
Luke 13: 3, 5

Confess Jesus Christ as the Son of the
Living God
Mathew 10:32
Be Baptized for the Remission of Your Sins
Acts 2:38

Remain Faithful unto Death
Revelation 2:10

Resurrection and the First Day
of the Week

One of the great reasons we gather on the first day of the week is in honor of our
resurrected Lord. We gather to take the Lord’s Supper, which does commemorate
His death, but it is more than that. He was raised again, and this gives meaning
to His death that could not otherwise be seen. Death could not have the final
word. God defeated it through Christ. The first day gathering is not arbitrary, but
full of meaning for a number of reasons. Here we wish to focus briefly on why
the resurrection is front and center:

1. The Day of Christ’s Resurrection was the first day of the week. “Now on the
first day of the week Mary Magdalene came early to the tomb, while it was still
dark, and saw the stone already taken away from the tomb” (John 20:1).

This fact alone should make us think of the importance of this day as the Lord’s
Day. This is one of the reasons we meet on this day to celebrate His death and
resurrection. Jesus didn’t just die, and if that’s all that happened, we have no
traction for our faith. Paul indicates this in 1 Corinthians 15:12-19. The first day
of the week was the day that victory was declared, the devil was defeated, and
God'’s people arose from the dust of the slavery of sin and death.

In Psalm 2, the anointed king of Yahweh is brought forth as a response to those
who wanted to cast off God's fetters: “He said to Me, ‘You are My Son, today I
have begotten You” (vs. 7). Paul quotes this and applies it to the resurrection of
Jesus in Acts 13:32-33: “"And we preach to you the good news of the promise
made to the fathers, that God has fulfilled this promise to our children in that He
raised up Jesus, as it is also written in the second Psalm, ‘You are MY Son; today
I have begotten You."

The resurrection was God’s proclamation of victory, of Christ’s kingship over all
(1 Pet 3:18-21). He “was born of a descendant of David according to the flesh,”
and “declared the Son of God with power by the resurrection from the dead,
according to the Spirit of holiness, Jesus Christ our Lord” (Rom. 1:3-4). This
proclamation was made on the first day of the week when our Lord arose.

This day, then, should remind us of the power of God, which is that “strength of
His might which He brought about in Christ, when He raised Him from the dead
and seated Him at His right hand in the heavenly places, far above all rule and
authority and power and dominion, and every name that is named” (Eph. 1:19-
21). Though we remember His death, we also cannot think of His death without
knowing that death wasn't all there was. We do this “until He comes,” which tells
us that He is alive, raised, and coming again.

2, As a pointer to the resurrection, the Feast of First fruits is connected. Here is
something else about the timing of the resurrection that contains great
significance. Due to the time of the year and the connection to the Passover,
then later Pentecost, the day of the resurrection of Jesus was connected to the
Feast of First fruits (Lev. 23:9ff; another was Pentecost, Num 28:26, also filled
with meaning). The “the sheaf of the first fruits of your harvest” was to be waved
before the Lord the day after the Passover Sabbath. This was to be done when
they entered the land and they begin to reap the first fruits of the harvest, which
would demonstrate their reliance on God who brought them into the land and
show their thankfulness.

Paul references this in speaking about the resurrection Christ: "But now Christ
has been raised from the dead, the first fruits of those who are asleep” (1 Cor
15:20). Paul also said that Christ our Passover has been sacrificed (1 Cor 5:7).
Notice the typology appealed to here based on the timing of the events—Christ is
sacrificed as our Passover lamb who takes away the sins of the world, and raised
up as first fruits to God. This leads to the harvest on Pentecost.

That first harvest was an indicator of a greater harvest yet to come (the Feast of
Weeks). In our case, Christ as our first fruits is the guarantee of the greater
harvest of God'’s people who would also be raised from the dead. This is the
argument Paul is making in 1 Corinthians 15. Because Christ was raised, we will
be raised.

When we gather on the first day of the week, we ought to think of Christ’s death
and resurrection, and we ought to think of the first fruits harvest. Consequently,
we are offering up to God our sacrifice of praise, showing our faith that we, too,
will follow in the resurrection of our Lord.
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