
 
 
 
 

  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 “The churches of Christ salute you” 
Romans 16:16  
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Evangelize 

“Go therefore and, make 

disciples of all nations, 

baptizing them in the 

name of the Father and 

of the Son and of the 

Holy Spirit, teaching 

them to observe all that 

I have commanded you. 

And behold I am with 

you always, to the end  

of the age.” 

Mt. 28:19-20 

ESV 
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“Let your light so shine before men, that they may . . . glorify your Father in heaven.”    

Matthew 5:16  

The Coastal Light 
Church of Christ  

1912 Osborne Rd. St Mary’s, GA 31558 : (912)882-5800 : www.churchofchriststm.org  

Sunday Services 
10:00am service 
11:00am Worship 
6:00pm Worship 

 
Wednesday Service 

7:00pm 

Welcome Visitors 

You are our honored guest.  
Thank you for coming to visit with us.    

Please complete a Visitor’s Card and put it in the 

collection plate or give it to one of the men and 

please sign the register in the foyer so we can have a 

permanent record.  

You are encouraged to take any DVDs or tracts you 

find in the foyer and enjoy some Visitors Bread in 

the basket beside the door as you exit.  

Past sermons can be found on our website at: 

www.churchofchriststm.org. 

If you have any questions about anything you have 

heard or seen, please feel free to ask. 

 

In respect of the worship service, please 
turn off or place your cell phone on  

silent during worship. 

THANK YOU 

http://www.churchofchriststm.org/


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

  

What Must I Do To Be 
Saved? 

         Hear the Word         Believe the Word 

 Romans 10:17   Hebrews 11:6 

Repent of Your Sins 

Luke 13: 3, 5 

Confess Jesus Christ as the Son of the 
Living God 

Mathew 10:32 

Be Baptized for the Remission of Your Sins 

Acts 2:38  

Remain Faithful unto Death 

Revelation 2:10 

  

Today’s Sermon 

AM: Why Authority? 

PM: Applying Authority 

 

Art Wilson 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Announcements 

Cards are available in the fellowship hall. For the card 

ministry 

Live streaming of the 10 AM & 11 AM Sunday 
morning service and Wednesday’s 7 PM bible 

study can be watched on the St Mary’s church of 
Christ Facebook page. 

           PRAYER REQUEST 

FRIENDS & FAMILY 

Maxine Asbell – Is at home with Candy 
& Eric under hospice care. 

Keri Hedgecock – Upcoming tests (Amy’s 
cousin) 

Brittany Amey –recovering from 
Gallbladder surgery. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                     

 

 

 

 

 

 

      

 

 

 

  

 

          Authority and Grace 
Why are authority and grace so closely tied together? 

We are not under Law but under grace. This New Covenant truth is 

incontrovertible (Rom 6:15). Yet grace is also founded upon the authority of God. 

How so? What is the relationship between God’s authority and grace? Here are 

some thoughts about that: 

First, the only way God could, in His sovereignty, offer grace is if He has the 

authority to do so, and He does. Anyone can come along and say, “I’m giving you 

grace,” or “I forgive you of your sins,” but without the authority to enact grace, 

such a claim would be ludicrous. God can follow through with His gracious offer 

of forgiveness because He has the inherent authority to do so. From God’s side, 

grace and authority are tied together in such a way that there could be no grace 

without His absolute authority to give it. Mark 2 shows Jesus forgiving the sins 

(grace) of the paralyzed man who had been brought to Him. Yet only God can 

forgive sins; no one else has the authority to pronounce forgiveness. When 

people were questioning, Jesus said, “But so that you may know that the Son of 

Man has authority on earth to forgive sins…” the paralyzed man was healed (v. 

11). Authority and grace go hand in hand. If not, forgiveness would not be 

possible. 

Second, from our side, the only way we can learn to more fully appreciate God’s 

grace is by recognizing His absolute authority in everything. Think about this 

further: 

A recognition of the need for grace from God is a recognition of our own failures 

and need for salvation. If we don’t see the horror of sin and its consequences, 

then we will not see our need to rely upon God for dealings with those 

consequences. A reliance upon grace is a reliance upon the authority of God for 

that grace. 

Furthermore, if we rely upon our own authority rather than God’s, then we are 

not living with trust in God’s grace. If we don’t fully recognize God’s authority, 

then we will be relying on our own authority, and when we rely on our own 

authority, we negate grace. Salvation rests upon the authority of God and His 

ability to give grace. 

When we act without God’s authority, then we are acting on our own (or 

another’s) authority. This makes the work our own work, not God’s. Doing our 

own works and failing to submit to God and His works, we have fallen into our 

own system of justification. This whole mentality is spoken against in Scripture. 

For example, the concept of boasting for our own works is set over against God’s 

grace and what He has done for us. Paul makes this point (in a number of 

places): 

“God has chosen the foolish things of the world to shame the wise, and God has 

chosen the weak things of the world to shame the things which are strong, and 

the base things of the world and the despised God has chosen, the things that 

are not, so that He may nullify the things that are, so that no man may boast 

before God. But by His doing you are in Christ Jesus, who became to us wisdom 

from God, and righteousness and sanctification, and redemption, so that, just as 

it is written, “Let him who boasts, boast in the Lord.” (1 Cor 1:27-31) 

In this passage, God’s authority is absolute. He did what He did to bring us to 

Him, and His actions negate our ability to boast in our works because we are not 

in a position to act on our own authority. 

Grace does not give permission (authority) to act outside of God’s will (cf. Rom 

6:1-2; Jude 4). We may think that grace gives us more freedom to act on our 

own, but the irony is that the more we act on our own authority, the less we are 

respecting the authority of God; and when we undercut God’s authority, we 

diminish His ability to give grace. Authority and grace work together. If we 

respect God’s authority, we will appreciate His grace all the more. The fact that 

He has absolute authority underscores how significant the grace is offered by the 

only One who can truly give it. 

If we are going to say that we need to live by faith through the grace of God, 

then, to be consistent, we must also say that we need to live by faith in the 

authority of God, for if we try to by-pass God’s authority, we show little 

appreciation for the grace that comes by the same authority that we are 

attempting to circumvent. 

Bear in mind the fact that grace teaches to live consistently with His will, 
including denying the ungodliness that would separate us from Him (Titus 2:11-

14). Thank God for His grace. Thank God for His display of authority through 

Christ. Thank God for another opportunity to submit to His will. 

 

 

 

https://biblia.com/bible/nasb95/Rom%206.15
https://biblia.com/bible/nasb95/1%20Cor%201.27-31
https://biblia.com/bible/nasb95/Rom%206.1-2
https://biblia.com/bible/nasb95/Rom%206.1-2
https://biblia.com/bible/nasb95/Jude%204
https://biblia.com/bible/nasb95/Titus%202.11-14
https://biblia.com/bible/nasb95/Titus%202.11-14

