
 
 
 
 

  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 “The churches of Christ salute you” 
Romans 16:16  
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Evangelize 

“Go therefore and, make 

disciples of all nations, 

baptizing them in the 

name of the Father and 

of the Son and of the 

Holy Spirit, teaching 

them to observe all that 

I have commanded you. 

And behold I am with 

you always, to the end  

of the age.” 

Mt. 28:19-20 

ESV 
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“Let your light so shine before men, that they may . . . glorify your Father in heaven.”    

Matthew 5:16  

The Coastal Light 
Church of Christ  

1912 Osborne Rd. St Mary’s, GA 31558 : (912)882-5800 : www.churchofchriststm.org  

Sunday Services 
10:00am service 
11:00am Worship 
6:00 pm Worship 

 
Wednesday Service 

7:00pm 

Welcome Visitors 

You are our honored guest.  
Thank you for coming to visit with us.    

Please complete a Visitor’s Card and put it in the 

collection plate or give it to one of the men and 

please sign the register in the foyer so we can have a 

permanent record.  

You are encouraged to take any DVDs or tracts you 

find in the foyer and enjoy some Visitors Bread in 

the basket beside the door as you exit.  

Past sermons can be found on our website at: 

www.churchofchriststm.org. 

If you have any questions about anything you have 

heard or seen, please feel free to ask. 

 

In respect of the worship service, please 
turn off or place your cell phone on  

silent during worship. 

THANK YOU 

http://www.churchofchriststm.org/


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

  

What Must I Do To Be 
Saved? 

         Hear the Word         Believe the Word 

 Romans 10:17   Hebrews 11:6 

Repent of Your Sins 

Luke 13: 3, 5 

Confess Jesus Christ as the Son of the 
Living God 

Mathew 10:32 

Be Baptized for the Remission of Your Sins 

Acts 2:38  

Remain Faithful unto Death 

Revelation 2:10 

  

Today’s Sermon 

AM: Me & The Return of Christ. 

1 Thessalonians 

PM: Q & A 

         Art Wilson 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Announcements 

Teacher’s needed for VBS. August 6th 

Cards are available in the fellowship hall. For the 

card ministry 

Live streaming of the 10 AM & 11 AM Sunday 
morning service and Wednesday’s 7 PM bible 

study can be watched on the St Mary’s church of 
Christ Facebook page. 

       PRAYER REQUEST 

FRIENDS & FAMILY 

Walter King –Prayers and 
encouragement. Visitors are 
encouraged. 

Michael Sloan – Has passed away. 
Prayers for the family (Art’s uncle) 

Cielo Martinez – Has cancer (friend of 
Amy’s sister) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                     

 

 

 

 

 

 

      

 

 

 

  

 

 2022 Theme – Connected Back to Christ  

         Preparing for the Lord’s Return (1 Thessalonians 4:13-18) 

 
Paul’s next topic is the return of Christ — the only place in his letters where he 

gives details about what will happen. The Thessalonian believers wanted to 

know more about this topic. We’d like to know more, today, too, because some of 

the things Paul says are puzzling.He begins by discussing the resurrection of 

believers who die before Jesus returns. It sounds like someone in the 

Thessalonian church had died — although it’s possible that the people were 

asking a hypothetical question.Paul assures them that people who die will not 

miss out on the great event. They will have places of honor as the saints rise to 

meet the returning King.The return of Christ (verses 13-18)“Brothers and sisters, 

we do not want you to be uninformed about those who sleep in death, so that 

you do not grieve like the rest of mankind, who have no hope.” It seems that the 

Thessalonians had asked about what happens to believers who die before Christ 

returns. Paul replies that we do not grieve in the way that unbelievers do. Death 

is still an enemy, so we may grieve, but our sorrow is mixed with hope because 

we know that we will all live again in far better circumstances.Paul begins by 

stating the doctrine: “We believe that Jesus died and rose again and so we 

believe that God will bring with Jesus those who have fallen asleep in him.” 

Because Jesus has been raised from the dead, we will be, too, if we are 

spiritually united with him. Those who die will come with Jesus. Just what they 

are doing in the meantime, Paul does not say.He quotes a saying of Jesus — one 

that is not in the Gospels: “According to the Lord’s own word, we tell you that we 

who are still alive, who are left till the coming of the Lord, will certainly not 

precede those who have fallen asleep.” By using the word “we,” does Paul imply 

that he expects to live until Christ returns? Many scholars think so, and they 

suspect the Thessalonians had a similar belief, thus causing their worries about 

those who die in this age.However, it is not necessarily so. If Paul had used the 

third-person “those,” he could have implied that he would not live until the 

return, and since he did not know one way or another, he used the more 

pastorally optimistic “we.”1 Paul knew that believers could die before Christ 

returned, and simple logic would tell him that he might be one of them.Paul’s 

point is that people who live until Christ returns will not have any advantage 

over Christians who die. The living ones will not rise to greet Christ while the 

dead ones are still struggling to get out of their graves!Paul sketches a simple 

sequence: “For the Lord himself will come down from heaven, with a loud 

command, with the voice of the archangel and with the trumpet call of God, and 

the dead in Christ will rise first.” There will be a loud sound, and the dead will 

rise. Do they come with Christ from heaven, or do they rise from graves on 

earth?Paul is not dealing with that question — he is just addressing sequence. 

“After that, we who are still alive and are left will be caught up together with 

them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air.” This is the key verse of the 

“rapture” theory, which says that Christians will rise into the air to meet Christ 

and then go with him to heaven while the Great Tribulation savages unbelievers 

on Earth.2 Those ideas are not in this verse; they come from other books of the 

Bible.Actually, no verse teaches the rapture — it is only when verses from 

different sections of the Bible are combined, that anyone can construct the 

theory. The Bible does not promise that believers will escape the Tribulation, nor 

does it say that Christ will come once for the saints, and then a few years later 

for the Last Judgment. The believers in Thessalonica would not understand Paul 

to be saying anything like this.What would they think? Paul refers to the 

presence or parousia of the Lord; the word parousia was also used for the arrival 

of a king in a city. Whenever the ruler visited, there was a lot of pomp and 

ceremony. Heralds announced the impending event, and city officials formed a 

procession to greet the king as he approached, and they would escort him into 

the city.be By using the word parousia, Paul is suggesting that kind of scene: 

Christ the king will come and his people will go to greet him and escort him as he 

comes to where they live. The Thessalonian believers were asking about who 

would first in the welcoming procession. Those who die are not left out of the 

party —they’ll be raised so everyone can celebrate together. 

The bottom line is simple: “And so we will be with the Lord forever.”And then 

Paul writes, “Therefore encourage each other with these words.” What are the 

encouraging words? Is it that the dead in Christ will be in the welcoming 

delegation? That we will be in the clouds? Those are good, but such details pale 

into insignificance when compared with the eternal result: We will be with Christ 

forever. That is the message that puts all our trials into perspective, and gives us 

courage to be faithful until the end. 

 

      

                    

 

 


