“"Let your light so shine before men, that they may . . . glorify your Father in heaven.”

Matthew 5:16
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Evangelize

“Go therefore and, make
disciples of all nations,
baptizing them in the
name of the Father and
of the Son and of the
Holy Spirit, teaching
them to observe all that
I have commanded you.
And behold T am with
you always, to the end
of the age.”

Mt. 28:19-20
ESV

"The churches of Christ salute you”
Romans 16:16

Sunday Services
10:00am service
11:00am Worship
6.00 pm Worship

Wednesday Service
7:000m

*%In respect of the worship service, please
“L\ turn off or place your cell phone on
e silent during worship.

THANK YOU

Welcome Visitors

You are our honored guest.
Thank you for coming to visit with us.

Please complete a Visitor's Card and put it in the
collection plate or give it to one of the men and
please sign the register in the foyer so we can have a
permanent record.

You are encouraged to take any DVDs or tracts you
find in the foyer and enjoy some Visitors Bread in
the basket beside the door as you exit.

Past sermons can be found on our website at:
www.churchofchriststm.org.

If you have any questions about anything you have
heard or seen, please feel free to ask.


http://www.churchofchriststm.org/

PRAYER REQUEST
FRIENDS & FAMILY

Walter King — Prayers and encouragement.

Clyde Crane - Prayers for upcoming surgery

Today’s Sermon

AM: The Trying of Our Faith
(James 1:2-8)

PM: Who's to Blame for Trials
(James 1:13-17)

Art Wilsonw

Announcements

Forrest Park Church of Christ Ladies Day
Saturday, Sep 24, 9:00 am — 12:00pm guest
speaker Becky Blackmon.

Cards are available in the fellowship hall. For the
card ministry

Live streaming of the 10 AM & 11 AM Sunday

morning service and Wednesday’s 7 PM bible

study can be watched on the St Mary’s church of
Christ Facebook page.

What Must I Do To Be
Saved?

Believe the Word
Hebrews 11:6

Hear the Word
Romans 10:17
Repent of Your Sins
Luke 13: 3,5

Confess Jesus Christ as the Son of the
Living God
Mathew 10:32
Be Baptized for the Remission of Your Sins
Acts 2:38

Remain Faithful unto Death
Revelation 2:10

Consider it Joy

The book of James begins with this bit of encouragement:

"Consider it all joy, my brethren, when you encounter various trials, knowing
that the testing of your faith produces endurance. And let endurance have its
perfect result, so that you may be perfect and complete, lacking in nothing”

(James 1:2-4).

James deals with a number of different issues through his letter, and we may be
tempted to think that the issues are completely unrelated. They are not. What
ties them together is this basic idea: they all deal with various forms of trials and
difficulties that would be faced by Christians. Thus he begins by speaking of
basic attitudes regarding any of these trials that would be coming, and he begins
with joy.

Telling someone to count it all joy when facing trials may seem a bit odd to us.
Don'’t trials produce anxiety? Don’t they produce despair? Don’t they make us
unhappy? Of course, joy here is not talking about being happy in the sense of
momentary feelings of jubilation. He is not talking about "enjoying” the trials, as
if we relish the thought of going through them. Biblical joy is much more
steadfast in nature and grounded in our relationship with God. Paul, throughout
his difficulties and persecutions, could "rejoice in the Lord” through his
relationship to God (Phil. 4:4), not because the trials themselves were pleasant.
Being "in the Lord” makes all the difference in the world.

Here we have an occasion for joy because of what the outcome of the trials can
produce in us as we patiently endure. It is not that we are seek out trials. They
will come in many forms without our trying to find them. However, the key is
that we need to take the longer view and see that trials can work to our benefit if
we seek out God's wisdom (vs. 5). That can be difficult in the actual moment of
the trial, but this is why we need to prepare our minds before those trials come.

Now notice what we are called upon to do as we face various difficulties:

1. Consider. Considering requires reflection and thought. Think about the
difficulties you encounter and how they will help you in the long run.

2. Know. Knowing shows a sense of confidence about the outcome of what those
trials produce. James tells us that "the testing of your faith produces endurance.”
Endurance is patience or steadfastness, and patience is a key to all growth and
maturity. The author of Hebrews reminds us that our race is one that needs to be
run with endurance (Heb. 12:1-2). This requires that we take that long view of
life and service to God. We can this with confidence, knowing that patience will
help us grow in God's grace and knowledge.

3. Let. Have a submissive spirit to the outcome of the trials. The idea is to let the
results of your trials play out. The end result of endurance is that we can be
completed and lack nothing.

4. Ask. "But if any of you lacks wisdom, let him ask of God, who gives to all
generously and without reproach, and it will be given to him. But he must ask in
faith without any doubting, for the one who doubts is like the surf of the sea,
driven and tossed by the wind. For that man ought not to expect that he will
receive anything from the Lord, being a double-minded man, unstable in all his
ways” (vv. 5-8).

There seems to be a contrast here between someone who is "unstable” with a
person of faith having "endurance” or steadfastness. Those who hang in there
and show endurance are those who have demonstrated their faith. They, in turn,
are also rewarded with God'’s wisdom (as it would imply that they are seeking
out God'’s help). But one who doubts has no stability and will therefore have no
patience. How can this person expect anything from God? The one who doubts is
double-minded. He has lost his focus, perhaps looking more at the trials
themselves rather than on the outcome intended by God. We all know that those
who live in such doubt cannot have any lasting joy.

God'’s wisdom is attainable, but we cannot think to attain it without God's help.
We must ask Him with the knowledge that God will come to our aid. There is no
room for the "God if you are there” kind of prayer, as such would indicate the
type of doubt that cannot support faith.

This prayer is one more thing that ties together the book of James, for in the last
chapter James comes back to the prayer of faith (5:15). All trials should be
wrapped up in faith and prayer. No matter what we face, God will face it with us
and grant us His wisdom and grace.


https://biblia.com/bible/nasb95/James%201.2-4
https://biblia.com/bible/nasb95/Phil.%204.4
https://biblia.com/bible/nasb95/Heb.%2012.1-2

